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Honorable Charles Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Wilson:

FEB 23 1993
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This is in reply to your letter of February 2, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Robert B. JO~OD, r ..ardi g the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Botice) in PIl Docket •• 92-2 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes coaprehen.ive chances to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in' the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 year.. While they have been
amended on numerous occasions since that tL.e, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private land .obile radio technology and
services~ which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities~ and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice, therefore~ to solicit coaaentfroa all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed "to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient usc of these channels~ and to simplify the rules governing use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so, how. i
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

Mr. Johnson is specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on
radio control (RIc) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short. we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIc operations because of any proposal contained in the
Not ice.



Honorable Charles Wison 2.

We are. of course. sens1t1ve to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIc hobbyists. We will. therefore. take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituent's concerns viII be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notice. we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below 512 KHz. the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will continue to deteriorate to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due Hay 28. 1993. and Reply CommeDtaare
due July 14. 1993. We expect final rules to be is.ued in 1994. We ur.ae y~r
constituent to file fo...l comaents on all aspects of the proposals•.•I':il
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".. CHARLES WILSON
20 0I11T111CT, TEXAS

€ongrt" of tbe lIntteb 6tatt•
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February 2, 1993

~

APPROPRIATIONS
INTELLIGENCE

f a letter from obert E. Johnson of
Texas is enclosed. hnson expresse
proposed docket no. 92-23 . a
. Krick of Huntsville on this same subject

ou earlier this week.

The Honorable frea--C:-Si:kes
Chairman, Fed ral

Communicatio s Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chai

A copy
Jacksonville
concern abou
letter from
was sent to

While I understand the need to plan for spectrum
lines to acc mmodate new and future technologies, I share
my constitue ts l concern that the rule change will have a
ne . ct on rural areas that are now and Wilt-- e _
dependant on two-way radio communications for some "":m: ~'co~''''
to come. ....~

I would appreciate. information on what plan~ t":":>""'~:~..'\ \
:t:i s to address the spec1al needs of rural areas 1n t1li,?-, ~

ru. e change. Thank you for your time and attention e:G?"t.,:?~\~"':-z6~
th s request. ,', ·,'1"'" "E'" f . <'f
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